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§1240.106

Tech Brief awards based upon the pub-
lication of an announcement of avail-
ability in ““NASA Tech Briefs.”

(e) When the Board receives written
notice (NASA Form 1688) that a NASA
Center has approved for publication a
selected NASA Tech Brief based on an
innovation made and reported by an
employee of NASA or a NASA con-
tractor on NASA Form 1679, the Board
will recommend to the Administrator
or designee that an initial award of at
least $350 be granted, and an award of
at least that amount will be granted to
each originator of the innovation. The
Board is authorized to recommend a
supplemental monetary award in an
amount that will be based on the eval-
uation of the technical and commercial
merits of the innovation.

(f) When a selected NASA Tech Brief
has been approved for publication, and/
or a NASA Center has approved the re-
lease of a software package, and/or the
filing of a U.S. patent application has
been authorized for the same contribu-
tion, the initial awards authorized in
paragraphs (b), (¢), and (e) of this sec-
tion will be cumulative.

(g) Initial awards authorized in para-
graphs (b), (c¢), and (e) of this section
may not exceed a total of $5,000 per
category. Such cases, wherein a large
number of multiple innovators are con-
tributors, must be submitted for for-
mal evaluation by the Board on a
NASA Form 1329 or 1329A.

(h) Awards authorized in paragraphs
(a), (b), (c), and (e) of this section will
not be granted to a contributor who
has previously received full compensa-
tion for, or on account of, the use of
such a contribution by the United
States.

(i) If a contribution, as first reported
and evaluated, is judged not to merit a
supplemental award, as provided for in
paragraphs (a), (b), (c), or (e) of this
section, or the contribution is later
proved to be of more significant value,
it may be submitted for reevaluation
on NASA Form 1329A. Responsible
NASA and NASA contractor officials
are encouraged to periodically review
such reported contributions, and to re-
submit them for reconsideration
through the same channels as origi-
nally reported.
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§1240.106 Review and evaluation of
contribution.

(a) A contribution will be initially re-
viewed by the Board on the basis of the
material submitted by the applicant
under §1240.104(b).

(b) If it is determined that the con-
tribution has been used in a NASA pro-
gram, or adopted or sponsored or sup-
ported by NASA, the contribution will
be evaluated for its significant value in
the conduct of aeronautical or space
activity.

(c) The Board will recommend an
award for such contribution when,
upon evaluation of its scientific and
technical merits, it is determined to
warrant an award of at least $500.

§1240.107 Notification by the Board.

(a) With respect to each completed
application where the Board has rec-
ommended to the Administrator the
granting of an award, and the Adminis-
trator has approved such award, the
Board will notify the applicant of the
amount and terms of the award. In the
case of NASA employees or employees
of NASA contractors, such notification
will normally be made through the ap-
propriate NASA field installation rep-
resentative.

(b) Except for applications from
NASA employees or employees of
NASA contractors, where the Board
does not propose to recommend to the
Administrator the granting of an
award, a notification will be provided
which includes a brief statement of the
reasons for such decision.

§1240.108 Reconsideration.

(a) In those cases where the Board
does not recommend an award, the ap-
plicant may, within such period as the
Board may set but in no event less
than 30 days from notification, request
reconsideration of the Board’s decision.

(b) If reconsideration has been re-
quested within the prescribed time, the
applicant will, within 30 days from the
date of the request for reconsideration,
or within any other time as the Board
may set, file its statement setting
forth the issues, points, authorities, ar-
guments, and any additional material
on which it relies.

(c) Upon filing of the reconsideration
statement by the applicant, the case
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will be assigned for reconsideration by
the Board upon the contents of the ap-
plication, the record, and the reconsid-
eration statement submitted by the ap-
plicant.

(d) If after reconsideration, the Board
again does not propose to recommend
the granting of an award, the appli-
cant, after such notification by the
Board, may request an oral hearing
within the time set by the Board.

(e) An oral hearing without reconsid-
eration may be granted upon deter-
mination of the Chairperson that good
cause exists to do so.

§1240.109 Hearing procedure.

(a) An Oral hearing held by the Board
will be in accordance with the fol-
lowing procedures:

(1) If the applicant requests a hearing
within the time set in accordance with
§1240.108(d) or (e), the Board will set a
place and date for such hearing and no-
tify the applicant.

(2) The applicant may be represented
by an attorney or any other appro-
priately designated person.

(3) Hearings will be open to the pub-
lic unless the applicant requests that a
closed hearing be held.

(4) Hearings may be held before the
full membership of the Board or before
any panel of Board members designated
by the Chairperson.

(5) Hearings will be conducted in an
informal manner with the objective of
providing the applicant with a full op-
portunity to present evidence and ar-
guments in support of the application.
Evidence may be presented through
means of such witnesses, exhibits, and
visual aids as are arranged for by the
applicant. While proceedings will be ex
parte, members of the Board and its
counsel may address questions to wit-
nesses called by the applicant, and the
Board may, at its option, utilize the as-
sistance and testimony of technical ad-
visors or other experts.

(6) Subject to the provisions of
§1240.104(c)(2), the applicant will sub-
mit a copy of any exhibit or visual aid
utilized unless otherwise directed by
the Board. The Board may, at its dis-
cretion, arrange for a written tran-
script of the proceedings and a copy of
such transcript will be made available

§1240.112

by the recorder for purchase by the ap-
plicant.

(7) No funds are available to defray
traveling expenses or any other cost in-
curred by the applicant.

§1240.110 Recommendation to the Ad-
ministrator.

Upon a determination by the Board
that a contribution merits an award,
the Board will recommend to the Ad-
ministrator or a designee the terms
and conditions of the proposed award,
including a specific amount and dis-
tribution thereof for any multiple con-
tributors. The recommendation of the
Board to the Administrator or designee
will reflect the views of the majority of
the Board members. Dissenting views
may be transmitted with the majority
opinion.

§1240.111 Release.

Under subsection 306(b)(1) of the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Act of
1958, as amended, no award will be
made to an applicant unless the appli-
cant submits a duly executed release,
in a form specified by the Adminis-
trator, of all claims the applicant may
have to receive any compensation
(other than the award recommended)
from the United States Government for
use of the contribution or any element
thereof at any time by or on behalf of
the United States, or by or on behalf of
any foreign government pursuant to
any existing or future treaty or agree-
ment with the United States, within
the United States, or at any other
place.

§1240.112

(a) Monetary awards and accom-
panying written acknowledgments to
employees of NASA will be presented
in a formal ceremony by the appro-
priate Official-in-Charge at the Head-
quarters Office, or by the Director of
the cognizant field installation or des-
ignee.

(b) Monetary awards and accom-
panying written acknowledgments to
employees of NASA contractors will be
forwarded to contractor officials for
suitable presentation.

Presentation of awards.
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